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2008/2009 Research Paper Guidelines

You will be writing a 4-5 page research paper.  Your writing should be double spaced, 12 pt, in Times New Roman font, and should have a proper heading (see above right) and title. 

Your paper should include:

An Introductory Paragraph with:

· an interesting “hook”

· a transition

· a thesis sentence which expresses the main idea you will be exploring in your paper

Body Paragraphs that each:

· begin with a strong topic sentence which expresses the main idea of the paragraph

· contain specific evidence that supports the topic sentence

· are placed in an order that makes sense

A Conclusion that

· restates your thesis

· transitions into a discussion of how your topic is relevant today

A Bibliography that

· contains at least four sources, one of which is an encyclopedia, and one of which is a book or periodical

· follows the MLA form

· cites academically valid websites as sources

The assignment will be worth 100 points. 

Rough draft:  20 points

Research:  20 points

Organization:  20 points

Proofreading:  20 points

Bibliography:  20 points

In choosing your topic:

Choose something that intrigues you!

Choose something that suits the level of challenge you are willing to take on.

Choose something that you can find plenty of information about!  

