Less Challenging Topics:  Biographies

You will easily find an abundance of information on these well-known people

Abraham, Buddha, King David, Euclid, Herodotus, Laozi, Sophocles, Confucius, Alexander the Great, Hatshepsut, Judah Maccabee, Nebuchadnezzar II, Aristotle, Ashoka, Gilgamesh, Hammurabi, Hippocrates, Moses, Pericles, Qin Shi Huang, Pythagoras, Plato, King Solomon, Tutankhamen, Ramses the Great, Senruset, Socrates, Cyrus the Great, Khufu, Darius and Xerxes the Great

Less Challenging Topics:  Other Ideas

You can investigate any one of these topics in any one of the civilizations we study:  Mesopotamia/Egypt/Hebrews/India/China/Greece

· Art

· Literature

· Religion

· Architecture

· Important Inventions

· Science and Mathematics

· Transportation

· Weaponry

· Medicine

· Women’s lives

You may also choose to look at one of these topics across more than one ancient civilization, for example:

Compare Egyptian and Greek architecture.

Somewhat Challenging Topics:  Other Ideas

· Minoan Civilization

· Etruscan Civilization

· Early human tools

· Cave paintings

· Compare Neanderthals and Homo Sapiens

· The first animals and plants to be domesticated in different parts of the world

· Catalhoyuk or another Neolithic settlement

· Neolithic trade

· The Ice Man

· Mesopotamian irrigation systems

· Cuneiform writing

· The Epic of Gilgamesh

· The Tower of Babel

· Hammurabi’s code

· The Hanging Gardens of Babylon

· Babylonian astronomy

· The Old Kingdom

· The Middle Kingdom

· The New Kingdom

· Egyptian beauty products

· Hieroglyphs and how they were deciphered in modern times

· The techniques used in the building of obelisks

· The techniques used in the building of pyramids

· The great Temple of Jerusalem

· The origins of Hannukah

· The origins of Passover

· Women in the Old Testament

· Life in Mohenjodaro

· Hinduism

· Sacred Hindu texts:  Ramayana, the Vedas, the Bhagavad Gita

· Buddhism

· The Gupta Empire

· Mathematics in the Gupta Empire

· The Shang Dynasty

· Confucianism

· Daoism

· Legalism

· The terra-cotta warriors of Xian

· The Han Dynasty

· Ancient Chinese medicine

· Ancient Chinese inventions

· The Silk Road and/or Zhang Qian

· Greek ships

· Greek colonies

· Greek democracy

· The Persian wars

· Drama in ancient Greece

· Oracles in ancient Greece

· Greek sculpture

· Greek philosophy

· The Panathenaic Games or the Olympic Games

· Medicine/Mathematics/Astronomy/Geography or Science of Ancient Greece

· The Library of Alexandria

· Ptolemaic Egypt

· Compare and contrast Athens and Sparta

Challenging Topics:  Comparing and Making Connections

These topics may be more challenging to research.  They may also be more complex to write about, and require more critical thinking.

· Compare two epic poems of the ancient world (For example, the Iliad and the Epic of Gilgamesh and the Bhagavad Gita)

· Compare one or more sets of ancient laws or codes of behavior (Ten Commandments/Hammurabi’s Code/Chinese Legalism/Tao Te Ching)

· Identify the same story in the legends of different cultures (ex:  Noah in Mesopotamia/Israelites)

· Compare Egyptian monotheism under Akhenaton and the monotheism of the Israelites

· Explore ancient philosophy.  Research several of the following philosophers:  Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes, Pythagoras, Heraclitus, Parmenides, Empedocles, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, Zeno

· Compare and contrast the philosophies of the Epicureans, the Stoics and the Cynics in ancient Greece

· Compare and contrast two major ancient religions:  (Mesopotamian/Egyptian/Hinduism/Buddhism/Taoism/Greek)

