RESEARCH PAPER OUTLINE – BODY PARAGRAPHS

This outline handout will help you to plan the body of your research paper.  Making a clear outline is the most important step you can take towards writing a fantastic paper.  This handout will help you outline the body paragraphs, which are the “cake” of the paper.  Later, we’ll outline the introduction and conclusion, which are more like the icing on the cake!  Right now, you’ll be outlining: 

- Clear but interesting topic sentences that each make a strong statement about one aspect 

of your topic.

- Paragraphs of specific information that support the topic sentence, and flow in a logical 

order

Here’s an example of a well-outlined body paragraph:

(Topic sentence: Greek pottery styles changed as Greek civilization developed.

(First subtopic:  One early style was Geometric style

(Supporting information 1: 9th to the 8th century B.C. 

(Supporting information 2:  Geometric style pottery covered with 

geometric patterns

(Supporting information 3:  Geometric patterns similar to tribal artwork, 

reflected the Greek culture of the time


(Second subtopic: Orientalizing style.



(Supporting information 1: 8th to 7th century B.C.

(Supporting information 2:  Highly influenced by middle-

eastern civilizations that began trading with the Greeks 

(Supporting information 3:  Common themes: animals, both real and 

imaginary


(Third subtopic: Black Figure style



(Supporting information 1: 620 to 480 B.C.

(Supporting information 2:  Human and animal figures painted with 

black glaze on the red vases, details scratched in to leave red lines 

on the black

(Supporting information 3:  Powerful, ominous black figures 

perfectly suited heroes, warriors often portrayed


(Fourth subtopic:  Red Figure style

(Supporting information 1:  Coincided with “golden age” of Athens, 6th 

to 5th centuries B.C.

(Supporting Information 2:  Figures were left red, backgrounds painted 

black.  Many beautiful details painted on red figures with fine 

brushes.

(Supporting Information 3: Realistic, refined look of red-figure pottery 

similar to the realistic classical sculpture of time
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