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2010-2011 Research Paper Guidelines

The Research Paper is a 4-5 page research-based essay.  This assignment will help prepare you for future academic challenges, and hone your research and writing skills.  All drafts of your paper must be double spaced, 12 pt, in Times New Roman (or equivalent) font, and should have a MLA-style heading (see above left) and title. 

Your paper must include:

An Introductory Paragraph with:

· an interesting “hook” that gets your reader’s attention

· a transition that provides background information and leads into your thesis

· a thesis sentence which expresses the main idea of your paper

Body Paragraphs that each:

· begin with a strong topic sentence which expresses the main idea of the paragraph

· contain specific evidence that supports the topic sentence

· are placed in an order that makes sense

A Conclusion that

· restates your thesis

· transitions into a discussion of how your topic is relevant today

A Bibliography that

· contains at least four sources, one of which is an encyclopedia (online is fine), and one of which is a book or periodical

· follows the MLA form

· cites academically valid websites as sources

The assignment will be worth approximately 60 points and will be evaluated on the following criteria:

5 points each for research, notecards, outline, first 3 body paragraphs, last 3 body paragraphs. (25 pts total)

ROUGH DRAFT (15 pts) and FINAL DRAFT (20 pts) will be evaluated with the universal writing rubric (attached)

Tentative Schedule - The Research Paper is completed in stages to encourage good time management. Here is the tentative schedule indicating when different elements of the paper are due.

Friday, Jan. 28 - Finish Research Phase. Preliminary bibliography due. You should have at least four sources, one of which is an encyclopedia, and one of which is a book or periodical. 

 Friday, Feb. 4 - Notecards Due. You should have at least 15 notecards completed using the format indicated on my website. Each idea should be expressed in your own words! 

Friday, Feb. 11 - Outline Due. Thesis and topic sentences should be full sentences, the rest of the outline should express ideas in the simplest terms possible (not full sentences).

 Friday, Feb. 18 - Rough Draft of Body Paragraphs 1,2, and 3 Due.  Remember, these are your body paragraphs, not your introduction!

 Friday, March 4 - Rough Draft of Body Paragraphs 4, 5, and 6. Body paragraphs only, not introduction or conclusion. 

Friday, March 11 - Complete Rough Draft Due.  Don't forget a correct heading, catchy title, introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion and bibliography. 

Final Draft Due Date TBA

My Expectations

The Research Paper assignment is designed to expose you to the kind of research and writing that you’ll encounter all through your academic career.  It’s also a chance for you to dig deeper into something that really interests you, and develop a “voice” in non-fiction writing.  When I read your papers, I expect to hear the “voice” of a middle school student – simple, clear, enthusiastic, and curious.  Keep this in mind as you are gathering information, taking notes, and putting your ideas down in writing.  Even though you are gathering information from other sources, this is your own unique document.  Ideas should be expressed in your own words, and you must appropriately cite any and all sources.  If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, see my link on the Research Paper page of macspage.com

See the Research Paper page of macspage.com for more information on this assignment!

