Here are some examples of strong theses 

and the topic sentences that follow them…

In your group, try to figure out what makes each thesis and set of topic sentences “work.”  Then, help each person in your group to write their own fabulously brilliant topic sentences!

· Pocahontas was an intelligent and curious Native American who managed to make peace between her people and the neighboring colonists of Jamestown.

· Pocahontas’ curiosity as a child led her to become intertwined in the lives of the Jamestown colonists.

· Unfortunately, Pocahontas’ closeness to Jamestown caused her to be kidnapped by the Englishmen.

· Pocahontas’ marriage to John Rolfe helped bring peace between Jamestown and the Native Americans.

· Pocahontas further enriched the English understanding of Native Americans by traveling to England.

· Miles Standish was a strong leader who understood the ways of the Native Americans; without his protection, Plymouth colony might not have survived.

· Miles Standish learned to be independent and self-motivated during his challenging childhood.

· Because he had demonstrated strong leadership, he was invited to travel across the sea as the Pilgrims’ “bodyguard.”

· Unlike many colonists, Standish understood the ways of the Native Americans and was able to make them his allies.

· Jamestown had a rough start, but it turned into a prosperous colony thanks to John Smith, John Rolfe, and the tobacco industry.

· In the beginning, Jamestown struggled because the settlers were not well prepared to survive in the new world.

· John Smith and John Rolfe helped Jamestown to grow with their military and economic leadership.

· The tobacco industry led to the eventual prosperity of Jamestown; sadly, the industry also led to slavery.

