Mini-Research Papers

Rough Drafts Due Friday, Oct. 23

Your assignment: To write a 1 page (not including bibliography) research paper on your assigned topic (some aspect of American colonial life). Here are my expectations:

1. Your paper should have an attention-grabbing title.

2. Your paper should begin with an introductory paragraph that grabs your reader with a juicy "hook" and and introduces them to your topic.

3. The final sentence of the introduction should be your thesis, or the main idea of your paper, for example: "Samurai trained physically, mentally, and spiritually to prepare for the brutality of the battleground." A multi-part thesis makes it easier to organize your writing.

4. Your paper should contain three or more body paragraphs  which give facts and details about your topic.

5. Each body paragraph should begin with a clear topic sentence, such as "The mental training of the samurai taught students to concentrate, think quickly, and always be ready for the unexpected." All the information in that body paragraph should fall under the topic of your topic sentence.  Each topic sentence should connect back to an idea in your thesis.

6. The concluding paragraph of your paper should begin with a restatement of your thesis. Then, transition into the "big picture," how your topic is still relevant today, or how your reader can apply the new knowledge they've gained by reading your paper.

7. A bibliography on a separate sheet of paper with 2-3 sources, one of which could be the textbook. Your bibliography should follow the MLA style.

See the Research Paper page of www.macspage.com for details and resources.

See the Research page of www.macspage.com for useful research sites

Topics:

New England:

Salem Witch Trials

Plymouth Colony

William Bradford

Roger Williams

Anne Hutchinson

Cotton Mather

Tituba

Massasiot

Metacom

Pilgrims

Puritans

You may also propose your own topic, subject to my approval!!!
Middle Colonies:

Quakers

William Penn

Peter Stuyvesant 

Indentured Servitude

Jacob Leisler

James, Duke of York

Southern Colonies

Roanoke

Jamestown

John White

John Smith

Pocahontas

Second Lord Baltimore

Slavery in the Colonies

James Oglethorpe

