The Parable of Mac

Once there was a beautiful, lush park filled with green lawns and shady trees.  Many people came to walk their dogs in the park.  When the dogs did doggy-doo, the owners dutifully picked up their droppings and threw them in the trash can, so the park remained clean and pristine.

One day, Mildred was walking her dog in the park.  Her dog, Fido, relieved himself on the pathway.  While she was leaning down to pick up the doggy-doo with a plastic bag, her phone rang!  She had forgotten an important appointment!  She realized she had to leave the doggy-doo on the path – she didn’t have time to clean it up just then.  She could clean it up when she came back in the evening.

Later that day, several other dogs and their owners saw the mess Fido had made.  When their own dogs did doody, the owners decided to leave it on the ground.   After all, they thought, nobody else was picking up after their dogs!

When Mildred came back that evening, she found the park full of doggy-doo.

Discussion questions:

What is the message of this parable?

What would you do if you were Mildred?

What is another story you could use to illustrate the same concept?

