Research Papers and Renaissance Faire Projects

Spring, 2009

This year’s research paper will be linked to your end of the year Renaissance Faire Project.  You will writing a 4-5 page paper about the topic of your choice, then create a dynamic Renaissance Faire booth/activity, using the knowledge you have gained.  You will be grouped with other students who chose topics related to your own.

Roman Art and Culture

· The Idea:  The Renaissance was a “rebirth” of classical ideas and knowledge. Renaissance scholars rediscovered the achievements of the ancients and used them as the jumping off point for a whole new generation of intellectual ideas.

· The Booth:  Take your visitor on a “grand tour” of the ruins of Rome, pointing out the architectural and artistic masterpieces and explaining the scientific and philosophical achievements of the ancients.  You might sell brochures or maps of Rome and new translations of ancient texts, or even archaeological artifacts from the golden age of Rome.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· The Wonders of Roman Engineering (Roads, Acqueducts, etc) - Sebastian

· Roman Art - Hope

· Roman Military Technology - Tutt

· Stoicism

· Latin Language

· Petrarch

· The Library of Alexandria – Emma deGoede

The Cathedral and the Church

· The Idea:  After years as the center of European life, the influence of the Christian Church waned during the Renaissance.  However, the great cathedrals of the medieval age continued to be at the very heart of many towns.

· The Booth:  Invite your visitors on a tour of a Gothic cathedral, showing them the typical architecture and craftsmanship.  You may choose to recreate the religious procession of a feast day, or showcase the relics housed in your cathedral.  While they are there, share with them important Christian stories through sermons, manuscripts, or skits.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· The Construction of Gothic Cathedrals – Wyatt V.

· Gothic Art – Briana 

· Abbot Suger and the Cathedral of St. Denis

· Constantine and the History of Constantinople

· Persecution of Early Christians

· The Life and Works of Paul the Apostle

· The life and accomplishments of one or more popes (ask me for suggestions or look in your text.)

The Monastery

· The Idea:  In the middle ages and the Renaissance, some of the most influential thinkers came from the world of religion.  Monks and nuns played important roles in scholarship and education, offered hospitality to travelers, and some founded religious orders that still exist today.

· The Booth:  Recreate a monastery where sacred texts are being translated, copied, and illuminated.  Offer hospitality to travelers as well as practical and spiritual guidance.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· Illuminated Manuscripts – Kacie

· The life and accomplishments of one or more of the following: St. Francis of Assisi and St. Clare, Ignatius of Loyola, St. Dominic, Bernard of Clairvaux – Hannah

· Thomas Aquinas

Wonders of the East

· The Idea:  Ever since ancient times, when trade routes flourished between Rome and China, the innovations of the east have had a great effect on European ideas.  Medieval and Renaissance travelers reached China by land and sea, bringing back amazing objects and even more amazing stories.

· The Booth:  Create an open air market where the wares and inventions of the East are showcased and sold.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· The Silk Road

· The Voyages of Zheng He – Graham

· Describe the invention and impact of one or more important Chinese invention (ch.18) – Kyle 

· Marco Polo and Kublai Khan – Weston  

· Genghis Khan – Jake

The Islamic World

· The Idea:  Although European Christians came into conflict with Muslims during the Crusades, they also assimilated diverse elements of Islamic cuture.  The ideas and knowledge of the ancients were kept alive in the Muslim world, long before it was reborn in Europe’s Renaissance.

· The Booth:  Allow your visitors to experience the sights, sounds, and ideas of a Muslim city.  You might recreate Islamic-style art, architecture, or music, sell illuminated manuscripts or medical and scientific texts, sell new inventions or typical products from the Muslim world, or tell stories of the achievements of famous Muslims.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· Mansa Musa

· The Travels of Ibn Battuta  -- Anita 

· Famous Women in Islamic History – Andie 

· Islamic Art – Anthony 

· Rumi and Sufism – Molly 

· The Art and Culture of Moorish Spain

· The life and accomplishments of one or more of the following Muslim leaders: The Four Caliphs, Suleiman the Magnificent, Babur, Akbar

· The life and accomplishments of one or more of the following Muslim intellectual/spiritual leaders:  Maimonideas, Ibn Arabi, Muhammad ibn Zakariya ar-Razi, Ibn Sina, Averroes

Crusades and Crusaders

· The Idea:  The tension between Christendom and Islam in medieval and Renaissance times was a defining force for both sides.  Some of the most gripping stories of heroism and barbarism emerge from this crucial time.

· The Booth:  Give your visitors a glimpse of the drama and tragedy of the Crusades.  You might be triumphant crusaders returning from the Holy Land, full of stories to tell, or the dead and wounded in a battlefield hospital, recounting the horrors of battle.  

· The Research Paper Topics:

· The life and accomplishments of one or more of the following individuals:  Pope Urban II, Pope Innocent III, Saladin, King Richard the Lionheart  -- Ryan (Saladin) and Cooper (King Richard)

· The Impact of the Crusades on Jews

· Queen Isabella and the “Reconquista”

The Printing Press

· The Idea:  The Renaissance saw an explosion of the printed word – thanks to Guterberg’s newly invented printing press!  Ideas spread like lightning as printed books circulated Europe – and a lot of monks were put out of their jobs illuminating manuscripts!

· The Booth:  Engage your visitors with a taste of the printed word from the Renaissance.  Allow them to print their own documents with moveable type, or buy books and poetry of famous authors.  You might even hold a poetry reading of the hippest new sonnets, to promote your product.

· The Research Paper Ideas:

· Gutenberg and the Printing Press

· Manutius the Printer

· The life and writings of one or more of the following authors:  Shakespeare, Chaucer, Boccaccio, Cervantes, Dante, Erasmus, Sir Thomas More, Castiglione, Luis de Camoes, Montaigne – Jenna (Cervantes and ???)

The Scientist’s Laboratory and the Doctor’s Office

· The Idea:  Renaissance scientists and physicians threw off the shackles of medieval ignorance as they rediscovered the scientific knowledge of the ancients and began to build upon it.  However, they still faced fierce opposition from the church, and some of their greatest discoveries remained shrouded in secrecy.

· The Booth:  Bring your visitors into the exciting world of Renaissance science and medicine.  You may show them dissections of cadavers that are revealing new truths about anatomy, or allow them to glimpse through the newly invented telescope.  You could sell them exciting new scientific texts or drawings.

· The Research Paper Topics:  

· The life and accomplishments of one or more of the following:  Vesalius, Paracelsus, Copernicus, DaVinci, Galileo, Fibonacci, Newton, Kepler --  Paul (daVinci) Jack (Kepler)

· Alchemy -- Maddy

· The Bubonic Plague -- Brian

· Medieval and Renaissance Medicine – Emma R.

Elizabethan England

· The Idea:  Some think that England in the time of Queen Elizabeth I was the embodiment Renaissance ideals.  Artists, scientists, and explorers explored new territories in this exciting time.

· The Booth:  Prepare and perform Shakespearean-style scenes that showcase the famous people and ideas of the Elizabethan period.  Or, perform a short puppet show with scenes of Shakespeare’s most famous works.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· Shakespeare and His Theatre – Anna Helen

· The Globe Theatre -- Brynlie

· Queen Elizabeth I -- Amanda

· King Henry VIII  -- Sam

· Mary Tudor – Bo

· Lady Jane Grey – Carolyn

· Ben Jonson – Balam

· Renaissance Music -- Jacob

· The Defeat of the Spanish Armada

New Worlds, New Challenges

· The Idea:  The Renaissance saw an explosion of global exploration by sea.  Valiant (and sometimes villainous) navigators charted new routes for trade and conquest.

· The Booth:  You might choose to recruit your visitors for your next expedition, explaining what challenges they will face and what rewards await them in exotic lands.  You could sell maps or travel memoirs, or even sell goods and refreshments from China, India and the New World.

· The Research Paper Topics

· The life and accomplishments of one or more of the following explorers:  Vasco de Gama, Magellan, Leif Eriksson, Henry the Navigator, Francis Drake, Amerigo Vespucci

· Sir Francis Drake  -- Shannon

· Sir Walter Raleigh -- Mario

· Mercator and Renaissance Cartography

The Blossoming Arts

· The Idea:  Some of the most enduring testaments to Renaissance thought are the artistic masterpieces of Renaissance artists.  Inspired by the Greeks and Romans, they returned the human figure to the center of the artistic endeavor.

· The Booth:  Recreate a Renaissance art gallery, complete with the works of all the greatest artists.  You might also want to have a workshop where visitors can try their own hand at Renaissance techniques like oil painting or fresco.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· The life and works of one or more of the following artists or architects:  Botticelli, Donatello, Bramante, Hieronymus Bosch, Brunelleschi, Masaccio, Michelangelo, Durer, Van Eyck, Raphael, Rembrandt, Rafael  Emma (Botticelli, Rafael, and ?) Dominic (Michelangelo)

Renaissance Florence

· The Idea:  The city of Florence, Italy emerged as a hotbed of new literary, political, philosophical,  religious, and artistic ideas during the Renaissance.  It also weathered its fair share of dramatic conflict.

· The Booth:  Invite your visitors to experience Renaissance Florence through a series of lively skits that introduce its most famous inhabitants.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· The life and accomplishments of one or more of the following:  Lorenzo the Great and the Medici Family, Machiavelli, Savonarola and the “Bonfire of the Vanities”, Michelangelo, Botticelli, Dante Alighieri, Boccaccio, Brunelleschi  -- Jon (Medici Family), Dillon (Florence art and architecture)

The Ladies’ Realm

· The Idea:  It wasn’t easy being female back in the day, but quite a few ladies made their mark on medieval and Renaissance history.

· The Booth:  Introduce your visitors to some famous women from medieval and Renaissance history through one of the following ideas:  recreate a royal court, offer refreshments and conversation in a “coffee house” style setting, write and perform skits, set up an advice booth, etc.

· The Research Paper Topics:

· The life and accomplishments of one or more of the following:

· Queen Isabella of Spain  -- Avery

· Stories of Women in the New Testament

· Vittoria Colonna

· Joan of Arc -- Kiana

· Christina of Sweden

· Eleanor of Aquitaine - Tamsyn

· Elizabeth of Hungary

· St. Clare

