Renaissance Faire Planning Handout

It’s time to start planning for the Renaissance Faire (Friday, April 24), a colorful, educational culmination of this year’s Social Studies curriculum.

Along with the Research Paper, the Renaissance Faire Project is your most important project this year, so plan to invest plenty of time in planning and preparation.  This is not the kind of project that can be left until the last minute!

You will be evaluated on three different components of your participation in the Faire:

10 pts Strolling Character – From the moment you arrive at the Faire, you will be in character.  If your research paper is about a person, he or she should probably be your character for the Faire.  If your paper is not about a single person, you will need to create a character that will best suit the Renaissance theme and your booth/activity.  Part of being “in character” means using Renaissance language and manners – doing so will reflect positively on your grade, and bring authenticity to the Faire.

10 pts Costume – Your costume should be creative (preferably created/assembled by you rather than bought or rented), authentic (see the links on my page regarding Renaissance costume), and appropriate to your character.  

30 pts Booth – You will plan a booth or activity that “brings alive” some aspect of your research paper topic for our guests at the faire.  See the research paper page at macspage.com to get ideas of possible booths that correspond to your paper topic.  Similar booths will be grouped together at the Faire, and you may choose to work with one or more people with similar paper topics on a collaborative booth/activity.  Each group member will be held responsible for the specific aspects of the booth that they signed up to complete (on the final page of this handout).

When planning your booth/activity, consider:

Are you going to make products to sell to Faire guests, like manuscripts or spices?

Are you going to create and display models or artwork, like models of DaVinci’s inventions, or a telescope?

Are you going to decorate your booth to recreate a historical place, like a cathedral or the Sistine Chapel?

Are you going to provide your guests a service, like a medieval medical check-up?

Are you going to do a performance for your guests, like a poetry reading or a puppet show?

Are you going to allow your guests to take part in an activity, like carving soap sculptures?

After we return from Spring Break, we will have less than 2 weeks to prepare for the Renaissance Faire.  We will have several in-class work days, but do not plan to do ALL your work for the Faire in class!  

Begin planning your contribution to the Renaissance Faire by filling in the blanks below. 

My strolling character will be: ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

My costume will consist of: ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Special materials I will need for my costume include: ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to do this activity work with a partner or small group, you should meet and  collaborate as each of you fills in the following information:

The booth will consist of : ______________________________________________​___

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The following items will be sold at the booth: __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The following items will be displayed at the booth: ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The following decorations will be needed for the booth: __________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The following services will be provided to guests at the booth: ____________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The following performances will be offered to guests at the booth: _______________​​​​​__

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Guests will be able to participate in the following activities at the booth: ____________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The following special materials will be needed in preparing for this booth: __________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

If you would like to work on your booth alone (you will have 1/2 table to set up, unless your request more space) please check the box on the right >
Working alone �

If you would like to work with one or more partners, please list their names below.  

________________________________________________________________________

If you will be working with one or more partners, go back through the information you filled in above.  Circle each part of the booth that YOU will be responsible for.  By each part of the booth that your partners will be completing, please write their initials!  Your grade for the Faire will be based upon your completion of the circled work.  If you and your groupmates would like to change around the responsibilities in the group, all group members must meet with me to discuss those changes.

Have fun and please direct any questions to me at mduncan@dunnschool.org.

