Discussion Questions/Writing Prompts

Cathedral with David Macaulay

What does the word cathedral come from?  What does this tell us about the use of cathedrals in history and today?

What was the shape of a cathedral’s floor plan?  Which parts are the name, transept, and choir?

What was the crypt?

How deep was the foundation?

What was the purpose of the quarry?

Describe the differences between Romanesque and Gothic architecture?

Describe the importance of arches, vaults, buttresses, and flying buttresses in the cathedral structure.

Why did many pilgrims visit cathedrals?  How did relics find their way to European cathedrals?

What was the rose window and how was it made?

How did cathedral projects affect local economies, both positively and negatively?

What purposes did the gargoyles serve?

How is a cathedral like a giant picture book?  Why was this important to Medieval Christians?

