Medieval Travel Channel Special:  The Arabian Peninsula

Objective:  To familiarize students with the geography of the Arabian Peninsula and the adaptations of its inhabitants

Time frame: 1 class period

Prep:  For each class, make 2 copies of the second page of this document, and cut apart Journalist and Resident Handouts

· Choose 4 students to be journalists.  Give them the Journalist Handout on the following page and give them five minutes to brainstorm questions.

· Divide the rest of the class into four groups and have them sit together.  Assign each group a geographical region :  desert, oases, coastal plain, mountains.  Give each group a Resident Handout from the following page, and give them 5 minutes to do the reading.

· Send one journalist to each region, and tell them they have 20 minutes to prepare the interviews.

· After 20 minutes, have each group present their interviews.

Journalist Handout
[image: image1..pict]Congratulations, journalist!  You have been selected by the Medieval Travel Channel to put together one segment of a show about the land and people of the Arabian Peninsula.  You will soon travel to one region of the peninsula and interview people about their environment and how they have adapted to survive there.

Prepare a 3-5 minute interview that contains the following information:

· The names and occupations of your interviewees

· The geographical features of the area where they live

· The weather in the area where they live

· How they get food and water

· How their people make a living

· Any special products that they produce in their area

· Other fun facts and notable details about the people and geography of the area

You have 20 minutes to prepare your interview.  Before you present your interview to the class, check over this checklist:

· Have you written down all the questions that you will be asking the locals?

· Have you practiced asking the questions and hearing their answers?

· Does your interview cover all the points listed above?

· Is your interview educational and fun to listen to?

Resident Handout

Congratulations, resident of the Arabian Peninsula!  You’ve just heard that a journalist for the Medieval Travel Channel is in town, and they want to interview you about the area where you live, and the adaptations that local residents have made in order to survive here.  Follow the steps below to help the journalist put together a great interview.

· Carefully read the section of Chapter 7 that describes the region where you live: desert, oases, coastal plain, or mountains

· When the journalist comes to visit you, listen to and answer their questions.  Jot down notes on a piece of paper to help you remember what you’d like to say.

· Suggest other questions for the journalist to ask you during the segment.

· Together with the journalist, practice your interview several times.  

