Japanese Names

· Last name (surname) comes first

· Only the wealthy  had true surnames in ancient Japan!

· Surnames sometimes described the place a person was from.

· Working people usually had their job as their surname, like Komeya no Toku, “Toku the Rice Merchant.”

· Sometimes working people had a nickname as a surname, like Nossori Saburo (Lazy Saburo).

· Japanese can be written  in two ways:  Kanji and Kana

· Kanji characters  are pictographs, kind of like hieroglyphs.  In addition to having a sound, they also have a meaning (like “mountain” or “rice paddy.”

· Kana characters are more like our alphabet – they stand for sounds.  Girls’ names were usually written in kana.

Japanese Medieval names often combined common roots, prefixes and suffixes.

Make your own name by combining the elements below!
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European Names

· In Medieval Europe, surnames were often:

· Paternal, meaning they came from the name of one’s father

· Place names or topographical names, meaning they told where a person was from

· Occupation names, meaning they described what a person did for a living

· Nicknames, which described a person’s appearance or character

Create your own name by combining the European names and surnames below!
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